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Welcome to our newsletter, please do contact Pauline (Ext 255;  pmarshall@abbeymanor.com) if 
you have any features or news that you would like us to include. 
 

THE ABBEY - A POTTED HISTORY  
The centre of the Headquarters of the Abbey Manor Group is Abbey Farm, the largest and 
finest ancient secular building in Yeovil, with its barn, it is listed as a Grade 1 protected 
building by the Department of the Environment and scheduled as an Ancient Monument. 
 
This old Manor House, built at the very latest by 1420, appears today very much the same as it 
did 570 years ago.  Between 1841 and 1847 the Hall roof was lowered and the tall dais window 
shortened.  The small projecting wing to the west was added then and a gable to the north of the 
porch removed.  Other rooms seem to have existed to the south-east of the Hall and these were 
demolished at the same time. 
 
Following a fire in the 1920's, the Hall and dais window were restored to- their original height.  
In 1940 German bombs narrowly missed the buildings.  Repair work by F. R. Bartlett Limited 
(who later acquired the building) in 1951 included restoration of some stone tiles and timbers in 
the house and barn, new finials and renovation of the fine octagonal louvre chimney stack. 
 
The restored Hall now has had an extra upper floor inserted (The Plucknett Suite)  It is possible 
that such a floor had existed formerly.  A fireplace has been opened up in the south wall on this 
new floor and a fine carved wood seventeenth century chimney-piece erected.  The handsome 
two-storied porch has a ribbed vaulted ceiling and an old door, leading to the cross passage in 
which are two good original doorways.  Good windows show in the northern wing to the west.  
Unfortunately most of the interior was drastically altered in earlier years so that little of its 
former character is left, but recent renovation has brought to light several medieval details 
which have been retained in the new internal lay out. 
 
The splendid barn, 104 feet long, is one of the largest in Somerset.  It has ten bays with 
buttresses, between which are tall cruciform slits serving as windows.  Most of the original roof 
timbers have survived. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An artists impression of how The Abbey might have looked. 
 
 

 

 



 

         
 

MINI PROFILE – KATIE WATKINS 
 

Where is home? Bridport 
 
What is your role/job?   Receptionist and Conference Centre Manager 
 
Have you been away recently?    To the Maldives and to Scotland for our Honeymoon two very 
different locations both of which were beautiful.  I loved the Maldives and I hope I get chance to 
go again before they disappear. 
 
What is your earliest memory?   Meeting my Brother for the first time in Hospital when I was 
three. 
 
What make you laugh and smile?   My new Husband makes me laugh even when he’s not 
trying to be funny!  I don’t get to see much of him at the moment as he is working in Cornwall so 
seeing him walk through the door at the end of the week always makes me smile (I know it’s 
soppy!). 
  

  
 
What would you save from a fire?  My Husband Paul, and also my wedding dress. 
 
Who is your hero?    My Dad, because he’s always let me make my own mistakes and never 
judged me for them, he’s got endless patience and he’s able to fix anything (or at least it always 
seems that way).   
 
What is your favourite pub?    Bridport has too many pubs to choose from, even the Cinema is 
a pub!  I guess that since we all usually start out in Wetherspoons it tends to be the one that I go 
to the most, but we move onto other pubs throughout the Night 
 
What is the most embarrassing thing that has ever happened to you? 
   When I was 14/15, we went to Germany for a school trip and we were 
staying in a hostel, one evening I went to the toilet and thought I had locked the door, I didn’t 
know that the lock was broken and whilst I was sat there the door opened and the guy that I liked 
at the time walked in.  He walked out again pretty quickly, but we were both very red faced for a 
few days whenever we saw each other.  I went off him after that.  
 



 
Abbey News 
 
Some local vigilantes have been spotted along Preston Road with speed guns.  They then give your 
registration details to the Police.  Be warned! 
 
Security – in order to keep each other secure in our working environment please do question anyone 
you don’t recognise.  It is in our mutual interests to be aware of security breaches and unwanted 
visitors. 
 
Tenant News 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
aerotech uk – S2c 

 
We would like to welcome a new tenant, aerotech uk to the Business Centre 
 
aerotech uk is a software solutions provider, specialising in innovative products for mission 
planning, command & control and mission review. 
 
Our main office is near Gatwick Airport in West Sussex and we are delighted to be joining you 
at Abbey Manor Business Centre as we open our new regional sales office on 21st September. 
 
Our technical team will therefore remain in West Sussex but you can expect to see our Sales 
Director Simon Smith and MD Peter Rowlinson around the place…..so please smile and say 
hello! 
 

SPILLER AND CO 
 

Spiller and Co provide a confidential and personal Will writing service.  This includes 
home visits where our associates advise in all aspects of writing your Will with the 

options of Power of Attorney, setting up of Trusts, Living Wills and Discretionary Wills. 
 

The Company can also act as Executors of your Will should that be required.  For 
security we offer a secure storage facility and a Will update service. 

 
For more information call 01935 848535 

BBC AT THE ABBEY 
 

The BBC have been tenants of ours at The Abbey for 6 weeks.  They have used 
rooms here as their Art Room and Production Office. 

 
They have been filming at Brympton House for a production called “Turning the Screw” 

which will be shown on television at Christmas. 
 

Unfortunately they didn’t need any extras! 



 
NHS – GRANARY COURT 

 
 

 

    
 

 
 

 

WE RACED FOR LIFE AND RAISED OVER £500 FOR CANCER RESEARCH 
 
We wanted to do something positive to help support those whose lives have sadly been touched 
by Cancer, as many of us have lost our loved ones to this disease, so on the 27th June, six of us 
from the NHS Nursing and Patient Safety team took part in “Race for Life” at Sherborne 
Castle. It was a very special day as we all remembered those we’ve lost and celebrated those 
who we still have, thanks to the amazing work that Cancer Research has done. 
We were supported by our families who came to cheer us on and afterwards had a lovely picnic 
together in the grounds of Sherborne Castle. 
We all completed the 5k race which we trained for by going for regular walks in our lunch 
breaks and for some of us jogging sessions in the evening timed and supervised by our partners 
and children!!! 
We are still raising money and to date have raised just over £500. 
 
Race for Life Team 
 

ROK 
 

Tim Whitfield from Yeovil Rok is doing a walk from Yeovil to Weymouth  
(dressed in drag!) to raise money for his 6 year old niece as she has been  
diagnosed with a brain tumour, after chemotherapy it has got bigger and  
the only treatment available is in America.  They need to raise £50,000 ! 
If you can think of any other way they could do something else to raise  

money they would appreciate your comments. 
01935 424444 

 


